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Break the Silence Palestine solidarity mural in San Francisco’s Mission District. The mural has since been covered by wooden boards due to defamation and 
threats to the Palestinian owners of the store that the mural is painted on.   

Liberation Seder Haggadah 
Dedicated to all of the freedom and resistance fighters of our time, to 
those who have come before us, and to those who will come after us. 

International Jewish Solidarity Network 
…celebrating the legacy of Jewish participation in resistance struggles 

 
www.ijsn.net 
ijsn@ijsn.net 

 
Special Thanks to the No Time to Celebrate: Jews Remember the Nakba haggadah supplement, particularly 

to Ari Lev for all of his work on this—we’ve integrated and adapted many pieces into this year’s haggadah 

“My address is really a cry of anguish from the depth of my heart, an impassioned plea to 
my spiritual relatives, the offspring of Abraham like me: please, please hear the call, the 
noble call of your scriptures, of our scriptures, to be with the God of the Exodus who took 
the side of a bunch of slaves against the powerful Pharaoh…” 
– Archbishop Desmond Tutu, speaking on Palestine and Apartheid,at the Friends of SABEEL Conference, 

October 27th, 2007 
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What is the International Jewish Solidarity Network (IJSN)?  

IJSN is an international network of anti-Zionist, anti-imperialist Jews whose identities are not based on 
Zionism but on long histories of Jewish participation in liberation struggles from Eastern Europe and Iraq 
to Brooklyn.  We celebrate Passover as part of our commitment to these legacies and to current struggles 
against colonization and imperialism. Central to this commitment is solidarity with Palestinian and broader 
Arab liberation struggles against US imperialism and Zionism.  

Our opposition to Zionism is first and foremost rooted in its impact on the people of Palestine and the 
broader region. As such, we struggle against Zionism and its manifestation in the State of Israel’s historic 
and ongoing ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people and the confiscation of their land. This colonial 
project has hijacked Jewish histories of resistance. It dishonors the persecution, displacement and genocide 
of European Jews by using their memory to justify and perpetuate European racism and colonialism.  

It is responsible for the extensive displacement and alienation of 
Mizrahi Jews (Jews of Arab, Persian and African descent) from 
indigenous identities, languages, histories, cultures and homelands. 
Mizrahim have a history in this region of over 2,000 years. Zionism 
wants to destroy this history. As such, it implicates us in the 
oppression of the Palestinian people and in the debasement of our 
own heritages, struggles for justice and alliances with our fellow 
human beings.  

Please join us in rebuilding continuity with the history of Jewish 
participation in liberation through the building of this international 
anti-Zionist and anti-imperialist network as part of broader current 
day global liberation struggles.  

A note on the 60th Anniversary of Palestinian Resistance to 
Zionism & the State of Israel 

In this year of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the colonial 
State of Israel that displaced over 800,000 indigenous Palestinians 
from their homeland, we are outraged but not surprised by Israeli 
Deputy Defense Minister’s threat of a “shoah”, a holocaust, against 
the 1.5 million people of Gaza. Israel, with the support of the US 
government and its allies, has effectively cut off food, water, 
electricity, humanitarian aid, and medical supplies. Such brutality 
is the logical continuation of Israel’s long history of ethnic cleansing 
and colonization.  

We say, “Never again!” Never again means never again for all people. Never again for the people of 
Palestine, never again for the people of Iraq, never again for the people of Afghanistan, Lebanon, and Iran, 
never again for Islamic, Arab and South Asian communities facing islamophobia and persecution in the 
United States and Europe, never again for African Americans facing the neo-slavery of the US prison 
system and police state.  

As we honor this year’s Passover celebration of liberation, we remain committed to the liberation of 
Palestine. We reject the Israeli apartheid state as well as the Zionist ideology upon which it is built. We 
support the Palestinian Right of Return and the call from Palestine for boycott, divestment and sanctions 
against Israel.  We hold our governments accountable for their roles in the crimes against the Palestinian 
and Iraqi people, the people in the broader region, and the people living in our own countries.  

 

Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 
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Welcome to this Liberation Haggadah. Pesach is the telling of the “Seder”, the order of 
the Haggadah—the telling of liberation from a time when Jews were slaves in the land of 
Egypt. As Jews committed to the liberation struggles of our time, we tell this story in order 
to remember times of enslavement and persecution but moreover to honor our history of 
resilience and participation in diverse resistance movements across time.    

In remembering times of our oppression, we accept 
the responsibility of the freedoms that we have as 
we reflect on the ways in which we must continue 
the struggle for the liberation of those without 
freedom or justice in our time.   

Ever since Rabbi Akiba used the Pesach Seder to 
plan a revolutionary struggle against the Romans, 
Jews have used the Seder to sustain their work on 
Tikkun Olam. Tikkun Olam is the collecting of all 
the broken strands of creation produced by injustice 
and transforming of them through collective 
resistance and healing.  

Our world is a product of the stories we tell and those that are silenced. The stories of justice 
that we keep and tell and those we lose and do not tell form our perception of history and 
therefore our perception of what is possible for our world. The justice that we seek is found 
in a merging of just means towards just ends. Stories and myth are part of the means to the 
creation of a just world. Tonight we strive for Tikkun Olam through telling new stories of 
connection, interdependence and sustainability.  

Tonight we share stories from the long history of Jewish participation in struggles for 
equality and justice. As our ancestors have done, we talk of the safety and rights of Jews as 
being inseparable from these broader struggles for liberation. In doing so, we challenge the 
Jewish and non-Jewish voices throughout history who have claimed that Jewish separation 
and isolation are the only means to Jewish safety. 

Such claims accept and echo the anti-Jewish oppression which they seek to end, and the 
solutions founded on these claims have only furthered Jewish separatism and unsafety. 
Manifesting most strongly in the Zionist movement of the 20th century and following the 
devastation of the Nazi holocaust, these claims culminated in the creation of Israel—an 
ethnically exclusive Jewish state.   

Rather than fueling continued Jewish participation in movements for justice and equality 
of all people, centuries of Jewish discrimination and persecution have been used for the 
ethnic cleansing and on-going subjugation of Palestinian people, homeland, and history. 
This Zionist commitment has made invisible the history of Jewish participation in 
liberation struggles that integrate rather than separate Jewish safety and rights and has 
silenced voices for Palestinian liberation within and without Jewish communities.   
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Instead, our Haggadah is a new telling of the Exodus that connects Jewish experiences of 
persecution and resistance with historical and current liberation struggles of all people.  

We hold the questions necessary for liberation in our time alongside the questions of our 
ancestors and the resistance fighters that came before us. It is up to us to go beyond the 
telling of the Exodus and to understand and transform our role in today’s slaveries and 
today’s liberations in our own relationships, communities, and activism in the world around 
us. This telling is a big task. It is not always easy to see and name all of the connections 
between the destruction and suffering that have been systematically concealed.  

As we retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt, we are reminded that the same human will 
that made possible the Exodus makes it possible in every moment for the world to be 
liberated from all forms of oppression. Our suffering is not ours alone. The nature of 
oppression is to isolate and divide us to prevent united struggles for justice.  

The words of the Haggadah teach the same lesson: “In every 
generation, a person is required to see themselves as if they 
personally left Mitzrayim*, a narrow place: that which is in 
opposition to life, justice, connection and sustainability. Here, 
as Jews living in the US, we live in a very narrow space, most of 
us with more privilege and freedom than many of our ancestors 
yet with the legacy of suffering and isolation. As with others 
living in the US, our daily lives and consumption are in 
opposition to life; in an economic and political system that 
prioritizes profits over equality, quality of life, and the 
sustainability of all people, all living beings and the planet.  

As in the spring the seedlings emerge from their narrow place in 
the earth, we can also ask the questions that break through the 
silencing of the connections in our struggles. Tonight we reclaim 
the stories of old, the resistance legacies of our forbearers from 
Moses & Miriam, Ester & Mordecai, Karl Marx, the Bund, Nazi resisters, Emma Goldman, 
the Rosenbergs, civil rights martyrs Andrew Goodman & Michael Schwerner, Israel’s 
Matzpen & Black Panthers, and to resistance fighters from other liberation struggles.  

Tonight we reclaim the history of voices of these ancestors. Tonight we speak and vision 
liberation to sustain ourselves and deepen our commitment to justice over the year ahead.  

This Seder is dedicated to the vision of a free Palestine and the liberation 
of all peoples, living beings and the planet.  

 

Tzedek tzedek tirdoff! Justice, justice, we shall pursue! 

                                                 

* Mizrahiyim literally means “narrow place”—we use it as a metaphor for this historic place of enslavement, not a reference to 

modern day Egypt.  

Mass demonstration of the Bund 
in Smorgon, Belorussia, in May 
1905. The Bund started as an non-
Zionist, socialist Jewish labor 
union in Eastern Europe. 
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Adapted from No Time To Celebrate! Jews Remember the Nakba • Passover Haggadah Supplement, 5768 / 2008 

Why is this Passover Different from All Other Passovers? 
All: Why is this passover different from all other passovers? 

Reader 1: Tonight we commemorate the 60th anniversary of al-Nakba, the catastrophe, and 
60 years of Palestinian resistance to the displacement from their land and the devastating 
occupation that is al-Nakba’s legacy. 

Reader 2: Tonight we call special attention to the 534 destroyed Palestinian villages, the 7 
million Palestinian refugees, the uprooted olive trees, the demolished homes, the 10,000 
Palestinian political prisoners and especially, we call our attention to the people of Gaza, 
who have been imprisoned on their own land without sufficient access to water, food, health 
care, quiet and calm. 

Reader 3: Tonight we think about the catastrophes in our own cities, in New Orleans, and 
on this planet. We think about the effects of environmental racism in our communities and 
the plagues it has and will bring. 

All: Why is this passover different from all other passovers? 

Reader 1: Tonight we gather around the seder table, as Jews have for centuries, as a secular 
celebration, as a time to connect to family and community, or as a part of a religious 
practice to reflect and affirm the Jewish values of liberation and justice. Tonight across the 
world Jews will have seders that celebrate the diaspora and reject Zionism, just as Jews 
have done since 1897, the year Der Bund (General Union of Jewish Workers in Lithuania, 
Poland and Russia) passed a condemnation of Zionism. 

Reader 2: This year we take a moment to grieve, knowing that on all Jewish holidays the 
Israeli army is more violent, the checkpoints are more severe, throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza, and Palestinians living in ’48 are second class citizens, subjected to Jewish 
religious observance while their own culture, history and religion is supressed. It is unjust to 
tell our story of freedom and simultaneously condone the persecution of others.  

Reader 3: We continue our Passover tradition of focusing our energy on the collective 
liberation of Palestinian and all people. Through ritual innovation - please join us on a 
journey to honor, commemorate and reject al-Nakba as a justification for Jewish security 
and recognize it as an imperialist project that perpetuates trauma, racism and slavery. 

All: Why is this passover different from all other passovers? 

Reader 1: Tonight we acknowledge the perpetration of al-Nakba as part of Jewish history, 
and fuse our history of struggle and liberation with the histories of Palestinian struggle and 
liberation. We also acknowledge that it is our responsibility as Jews to work for justice and 
to be in solidarity with Palestinian liberation struggles. Just as our history of Jewish culture 
has been shaped by our experience of oppression, it is now also shaped by experience as 
oppressors. Through this seder, we continue the Jewish tradition of standing against 
injustice and commit to ending the recent legacy of apartheid and ethnic cleansing.
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A Note about “G-D” (Yod Hay Vov Hay) and Secular celebrations of Pesach 

For some of us, Pesach is a secular celebration of historic and current commitments to 
justice and struggles for liberation and freedom. For others of us, it is connected to our 
spiritual or religious practice.  

Judaism, like Islam, has many different and ancient words to attempt to describe our most 
personal experiences of awe and sacredness. We use many of these terms in this Haggadah, 
and encourage you to improvise with this text.  

Use whatever words resonate for you to describe what is meaningful and holy in the 
universe—whether secular or spiritual.   

Tzedek: Justice      Shalom: Peace, Wholeness  

HaShem: The Name     HaMakom: The Space 

Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh: I Will Be What I Will Be  Rhamana: Compassionate One  

Malkah: Queen      Ayn Sof: Infinite One   

Yesod: Foundation     Tsur: Rock 

Shechina: Indwelling presence, Feminine aspect of the divine 

 

 
The Seder: The word Seder means ‘order’, here is the order of the Seder tonight 
 

� Kaddesh: reciting the Kiddish 

� Urchatz: washing the hands 

� Karpas: blessing for the green vegetable 

� Yachatz: breaking of the middle matzah 

� Maggid: telling the story 

� Rachtzah: washing hands before the meal 

� Motzi Matzah: prayer for the beginning 
of the meal and blessing for the matzah 

� Maror: blessing for the bitter herbs 

� Korech: Hillel’s sandwich 

� Shulchan Orech: the meal 

� Tzafun: the afikomen 

� Barech: saying grace 

� Nirtzah: conclusion 

The word Mitzrayim: Throughout the 
Haggadah, we have chosen the term 
‘Mitzrayim’, instead of ‘Egypt’. Mitzrayim 
comes from the root Tzar, meaning narrow or 
constricted. The Passover story is also the 
story of the birth of the Jewish people, and 
‘mitzrayim’ is the narrow passage we moved 
through. Leaving ‘mitzrayim’ also means 
freeing ourselves from narrow-mindedness and 
oppression. And in this time of intense anti-
Arab racism, we are intentionally 
differentiating between the symbolic and 
ancient oppressors in this story and any 
contemporary Arab places or people. 
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The Seder Plate: The entire story of the Haggadah is contained in the Seder plate; everything 
on it symbolizes an aspect of Exodus: 
 
� Zeroa: a roasted bone or beet; evokes the offering made at the Temple in ancient times. 

� Beitza: a boiled egg; symbolizes the circle of life and death. 

� Maror: a bitter herb; reminds us of the bitterness of enslavement. 

� Charoset: a mixture of fruit, nuts, wine and spices; 
represents the mortar our ancestors used to build the 
structures of Mitzrayim 

� Karpas: a green vegetable, symbolizes hope and 
renewal 

� Chazeret: the bitter herb, symbolizes the bitterness of 
slavery and oppression 

� Orange: symbolizes solidarity with the feminist, queer, 
& transgender liberation struggles 

� Olives: symbolizes the olive groves of ancient and 
modern Palestine that are being destroyed by Israeli 
bulldozers 

 

 
Moment of Silence: Please take a moment to 
bring yourself to the Seder Table.  
 
Welcome: Seder leaders welcome you to the 
celebration.  
 
All Sing: Hinei Ma Tov 
Hinei ma tov uma na’im 
Shevet achim gam yachad.  
 
Hinei ma tov uma na’im  
Shevet achot gam yachad.  
 
Hinei ma tov shevet achim gam yachad.  
Repeat twice.  
 
Hinei ma tov uma na’im 
Shevet achot gam yachad.  

Painting by Ayed Arafak, an artist living 
and painting in Dheisheh refugee Camp. 

His work featured in “Justice Matters,” an 
exhibition of artists exploring the theme of 

justice in Palestine 
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Social Action Blessing 
We affirm our commitment to pursue justice for the liberation of Palestine and all people.  
 
As we all say together: Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melekh ha-olam, asher kid’shanu 
b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu lirdof tzedek.  
Blessed is the Source, who shows us paths to holiness, and commands us to pursue justice. 
 
Creating our shared Seder space 
Pesach is a festival of renewal, survival of the 
harshness of winter and celebration of the return of 
the sun and with it the spring of hope. Tonight is a 
time for renewal of our commitment to justice and a 
time to sustain ourselves for another year of 
struggle towards liberation.  

Please share with those at your table something that 
sustains your hope and vision as we struggle to create a 
healed and just world. This might be a historical or 
present liberation fighter or struggle, someone close to 
us, certain books or music, dance, art, spirituality, 
organizing or anything else that keeps you sustained in 
the struggle for justice.  

Candle Lighting 
Candles symbolize the light of spring at the end of 
winter and the long history of struggle against 

oppression—the light of hope against doubt. As we 
light these Pesach candles, we share our vision of 
hope and renewal to light all of our way on the long 
path to justice. Only together can we bring enough 

light to sustain that path.  

 

 

All say together: 
Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melekh ha-olam, asher kid-shatnu 
b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov. 

We bless the Source of all existence, who shows us paths to holiness, 
and inspires us to kindle the festival lights and the light of hope. 

Leader: We invite you all to light the candles at your table.  
 
 

This mural is on the Israeli Apartheid Wall in 
Palestine. Banksy, a political artist from the 
UK, has murals on various parts of the Wall. 
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Shehecheyanu 
This blessing is said whenever we do anything for the first time, and tonight is the first time 
our particular group is gathered together to celebrate the Seder.  

It is complicated as Jews to bless a Seder that coincides with the 60th anniversary of al-
Nakba. How do we understand our gratitude for arriving at this moment?  

As we say the Shehekyanu over the first cup of wine, we honor the growing voice of anti-
Zionist Jews and solidarity activists that refuse to be complicit in the ethnic cleansing and 
displacement of Palestinians. And who instead insist on telling the story of al-Nakba, as we 
are commanded each year to experience the Seder as if we are ourselves were slaves in 
Egypt, or Palestine, or the Super Dome. We honor anti-Zionist Jewish community as part 
of a legacy of Jewish resistance that comes from a deep commitment to pursue justice. 

 
 
 
 
All say together:Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melekh ha-olam, shehecheyanu, v’kiyamanu, 
v’higianu, lazman ha-zeh. 

Blessed is the Eternal, for giving us life, for sustaining us and bringing us to this time.  
 
Kiddush 

Over the course of the Seder we will drink four cups 
of wine. For thousands of years, Jews have 
participated in the Pesach Seder not only to 
remember the exodus but to bring its transformative 
power into our lives and world. Each cup will honor 
different aspects of liberation.  

Tonight as we remember the Nakba, we will also connect each 
cup of wine to a promise we will make in the coming year to 
support the 60+ years of Palestinian resistance, to realize the 
Palestinian Right of Return, to reject celebration of this 60th anniversary, and to support 
the Palestinian call for boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel. 

Cup 1: Supporting the 60+ years of Palestinian resistance to Zionism 
Turn to someone beside you and share how supporting Palestinian resistance is part of your 
Jewish history and liberation 

This first cup is also dedicated to direct action, to the people around the world who have 
taken the streets, the buildings, the cities to fight for racial and economic justice, gender 
equality, sexual rights and ecological sustainability.  

 
 

In Sephardi homes, white 
wine is often used because of 
the blood libels which 
accused Jews of using the 
blood of murdered Christian 
children to make matzah and 
wine. The blood libel was 
often used as an excuse for 
violence against Jewish 
communities around the time 
of Pesach. 
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All say together the Blessing over the Wine:  

 
Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri ha-gafen. 
Blessed is the Source that fills all creation and brings forth the fruit of the vine. 

At your table: Please share stories of active resistance in which you have participated or that 
have inspired you over the past year. 
Urchatz: Washing of the Hands and prayer over water 
Water is a precious and diminishing resource that is a site of struggle for 
indigenous and occupied peoples all over the world.  

In Israel, the government and military continue to take control of 
Palestinian water sources and then sell them back to Palestinians 
at 7 times the price.  

Israeli Settlers pollute and contaminate Palestinian water sources 
through the dumping of raw sewage and factory toxins. This similar experience is happening 
across the globe at the hands of governments and corporations from Cochibamba, Bolivia to 
Stockton, California.  

All say together the Blessing over Water:  

 
 
 
Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri h’mayim chaim. 
Blessed is the Source that fills all creation and brings forth the water of life. 

In Judaism and in other traditions, water is used to purify and sanctify. We ask a volunteer 
to come up and symbolically wash their hands for that which all of us would like to “wash 
away” in ourselves, in our activism, and in the world.  

At your table: Please share one thing that you would like to “wash away” for yourself, the 
movements or organizations that you participate in and/or for the world.   

75% of the Occupied West 
Bank & Gaza Strip 
renewable water resources 
are used by Israel. 
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The Orange: A symbol of solidarity with feminist, queer and transgender liberation 
Origins of the Orange are contested but it is generally agreed that it came out of the practice 
of some Jewish lesbians setting bread on the Seder plate as a symbol of affirming lesbianism 
as a transgression of Jewish tradition (as bread is at Pesach). But others 
responded by saying that the full inclusion of queers in all of Jewish life 
was a fulfillment of the Torah, not a transgression.  

A male rabbi once said, “A woman belongs on the pulpit (the place 
rabbis stand before their congregations) like an orange belongs on the 
Seder plate.”  So, the inclusion of the orange has come to stand for the 
freedom and equality of people of all genders and sexual orientations.  

The orange has also been a staple in Palestinian agriculture and 
economy. In the Palestinian village of Beit Hanina, only a mural of the 
orange trees remains after the Israeli army uprooted all of the orange groves.  

Peel the orange and pass out slices for each person to eat after the reading of the prayer over the 
fruit of the trees below.  

As of October 2003, the Israeli Apartheid barrier had already uprooted over 102,320 Palestinian olive & citrus trees. 
Source: The Health, Development, Information and Policy Institute (HDIP) 

 
The Olives: A symbol of Palestinian self-determination 
This year, our Seder plate has a new symbol – an olive. Why an olive? 

Reader: Because, for slavery to be truly over, for a people to be truly free, we must know 
that we can feed ourselves and our children, today, tomorrow, and into the following 
generations. 

Reader: In the land of Palestine, olive groves provide this security, and sustain the health of 
the earth. When Palestinian olive groves are destroyed by the State of Israel, the past and 
future is destroyed. This practice of political oppression also destroys the earth and renders 
the land uninhabitable. Without economic security, a people can much more easily be 
conquered, or forced to flee their homeland.   

Reader: And so this year, we eat an olive, to make real our 
understanding of what it means each time a bulldozer plows up a 
grove. Without the taste of olives, there will be no taste of justice, 
no promise of a peaceful future. 

Keep one olive on the Seder plate, and pass out olives and eat with the 
orange after the prayer. 

All say together the Blessing over Fruit from Trees! 

Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri ha-eitz 
Blessed are You, Hashem, whose spirit fills all creation and brings 
forth fruit from the trees. 
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Karpas: The dipping of the greens.  
We now pass out the karpas, the parsley, which represents the spring, the renewal of life. 
The greens on the table remind us of our commitment to protect the planet from ecological 
destruction and environmental racism—the destruction of indigenous peoples, knowledge, 
land and ways of living.  

Intellectual property laws make it possible for corporations to buy the 
rights to the genetic information contained within a plant, copyright 
the plant and seeds and then sell them back to indigenous people. This 
is the theft of centuries of collective labor and wisdom.  The patented 
seeds can only be used with highly toxic, expensive, soil-depleting 
fertilizer and must be replanted on an annual basis—forcing the people 
who have used the seeds for centuries to purchase them from 
corporations on an annual basis in order for their crops to succeed.  

We must get out of the narrow thinking of global capitalism that has us look at the world 
and natural resources as products and profits, instead of as a place of wonder and a 
delicately balanced web of interrelationships that need to be sustained as it sustains us.  

The salt water represents the tears of our ancestors, the tears of oppressed people 
everywhere and the tears of indigenous peoples all over the earth who have seen their 
people, way of life and their environment destroyed and disappeared.  

We eat parsley and salt water together in recognition that though suffering is part of life, it 
is produced largely by injustice, and to honor the love and hope that survives even in the 
most profound suffering.  

 
At your table: Take some greens and dip them in the salt water.  
 
All say together:  
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melekh ha’olam borei p’ri ha’adamah. 
Blessed is the One, who sustains all life, and brings forth fruits from the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If we were to redistribute all of the collective wealth in the US across all families living in the US, each family would 
live off of an income of $100,000. If were to redistribute the collective wealth of the US across families across the 
globe, all families would live off of an income of $18,000.  
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Reader: Please read the following introduction and poem by Taha Muhammad Ali 
 

“There Was No Farewell” 
~Taha Muhammad Ali 

Born in rural Galilee in 1931, Muhammad Ali was left without a home when his village was destroyed in 1948. he fled to 
Lebanon along with most of the village’s residents, only to return a year later and settle with his family in Nazareth - one 
mile away from the village of his childhood. A souvenir salesman by trade and a devotee of old Mickey Mouse cartoons, 

Muhammad Ali is self-taught in the arts of poetry and short fiction.  
Expulsion from Kafr Aylut, July 1948. 

 
We did not weep 

when we were leaving - 
for we had neither 

time nor tears, 
and there was no farewell. 

We did not know 
at the moment of parting 

that it was a parting, 
so where would our weeping 

have come from? 
We did not stay 
awake all night 

(and did not doze) 
the night of our leaving. 

That night we had 
neither night nor light, 

and no moon rose. 
That night we lost our star, 

our lamp misled us; 
we didn’t receive our share 

of sleeplessness - 
so where 

would wakefulness have come 
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Yachatz: The breaking of the middle matzah 

This is the matzah, the bread of oppression and rebellion that our foremothers 
baked in a time when they had to organize more and cook less. They are the 
symbol of plenty: All who are hungry, let them come and eat.  

We break the middle matzah in half. The smaller half becomes our lechem oni, 
the bread of affliction, and the larger half is set aside for the 
afikomen, the dessert or the sweetness of life.  

We ask two readers to name the impact of Zionism on Palestinians 
and on the diverse history of Jewish participation in liberation 
struggles from Brooklyn to Iraq to Eastern Europe—it is from 
speaking truth and taking action to confront Zionism that we can 
rejoin with this legacy through our participation in the current 
struggles of our time.   

Reader 1: Today, many of us come to this table with broken 
hearts. We are brokenhearted because today, Israel and the U.S. continue the apartheid and 
ethnic cleansing that began over 60 years ago in Palestine. 

Reader 2: We are brokenhearted because of the over 7 million Palestinians in diaspora from 
their homeland, and the 4 million Palestinians living under apartheid in the current State of 
Israel and the occupied West Bank and Gaza. 

Reader 1: We are brokenhearted over what has been done in our names and the names of our 
ancestors. We are brokenhearted because Jews are doing to others what has been done to us, 
and the words “Never Again” ring hollow because they have come to mean “Never Again – 
to the Jews”. 

Reader 2: We are brokenhearted because in less then 100 years, millennia of Jewish culture 
have been reduced to a bloodthirsty and absolutist Zionist ideology. 

Reader 1: Tonight, we reenact the ritual of Yakhatz – the breaking of the middle matzah – 
to see before us our brokenheartedness, and to break ourselves open for healing and for 
justice. 

And we remember the Yiddish teaching of our ancestors: “There’s nothing more whole than 
a broken heart.” (In Yiddish: “Es is nitto a gantsere zach vi ah tsiprochene harts.”) 

Raise up the three matzot and break the middle one in 3 pieces, hold it up for all to see. 
Reader 2: Let us bless this brokenness in ourselves and in the world. Because when we are 
brokenhearted we are breaking open, like parched and broken earth ready for rain.  
Let us not be afraid to speak about it in our homes and in our communities. Let our broken 
edges be our guide, not in a way that cuts, but in a way that keeps us focused and undulled 
by the privilege of life in the United States. That keeps us sharp and ready to create 
something new and whole. 

If your own suffering 
does not serve to unite 
you with the suffering of 
others, if your own 
imprisonment does not 
join you with others in 
prison, if you in your 
smallness remain alone, 
then your pain will have 
been for naught. 
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The Four Questions 
The questions we ask lead us to the solutions that we create. In every generation, we seek 
the questions of our time in order to open the path to liberation. Questions and debates play 
a central role in the Jewish model of learning. We do not learn alone or in isolation but 
through discussion. We are required to engage with our traditions and texts and to explore 
different interpretations and meanings towards creating new solutions.  

Traditionally, the youngest person at the Seder asks four specific questions to emphasize the 
importance of passing on questions, traditions, histories of struggle and visions of liberation 
to the next generation.  

 
All sing together: The questions are provided in Hebrew, Ladino & Judeo-Arabic, please sing 
them in whichever language is most relevant for you.  

? Mah nishtanah ha-lai-lah ha-zeh mi-kol ha-layloht, mi-kol ha-layloht? 
Why is this night different from all other nights? 

? Sheh-b'khol ha-layloht anu okhlin chameytz u-matzah, chameytz u-
matzah.Ha-lahylah ha-zeh, ha-lahylah ha-zeh, kooloh matzah? 
Why is it that on all other nights during the year we eat either bread 
or matzoh, but on this night we eat only matzoh? 

? Sheh-b'khol ha-layloht anu okhlin sh'ar y'rakot, sh'ar y'rakot. Ha-
lahylah ha-zeh, ha-lahylah ha-zeh, maror? Why on all other nights do 
we eat all kinds of herbs, but on this night only bitter herbs? 

? Sheh-b'khol ha-layloht ayn anu mat'bilin afilu pa'am echat, afilu pa'amechat. Ha-lahylah 
ha-zeh, ha-lahylah ha-zeh, sh'tay p'amim? Why on all other nights do we not dip our 
herbs even once, but on this night we dip them twice? 

? Sheh-b'khol ha-layloht anu okhlin bayn yosh'bin u'vayn m'soobin, bayn yosh'bin u'vayn 
m'soobin. Halahylah hazeh, halahylah ha-zeh, koolanu m'soobin? 
Why on all other nights do we eat either sitting or reclining, but on this night we eat in a 
reclining position?  
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The Four Questions in Ladino 
? Kuanto fue demudada la noche la esta mas ke todas las noches? 
? Ke en todas las noches non nos entinyentes afilu vez una, i la noche la esta dos vezes? 
? Ke en todas las noches nos comientes levdo o sesenta i la noche la esta todo el sesenya? 
? Ke en todas las noches nos comientes resto de verduras i la noche la esta lechugua? 
? Ke en todas las noches nos comientes i bevientes tanto asentados i tanto arescovdados i 

la noche la esta todos nos arescovdados? 
 
The Four Questions in Judeo-Arabic 
? B’ma tera-yerath ha-dhee lei-la min kil l’yalee.  
? Fee kil l’yalee les nih’na ram’seen. Lawu-noo mara wahda wa-dhee lei-la mar-ten. 
? Fee kil l’yalee nih’na ak-leen chmeer ya f’teer. Wa-dhee lei-la ku-loo f’teer. 
? Fee kil l’yalee nih’na ak-leen ch-dhar ya m’rar. Wa-dhee Leila ku-loo m’rar. 
? Fee kil l’yalee nih’na ak-leen u-shar-been. Ben ka’a’deen uben min-ti-kiyeen. Wa-dhee 

lei-la ki-lit-na min-ti-ki-yeen. 
 
Responding to the Four Questions 
At your table: Please discuss answers to the four questions. Below 
are some responses to the questions, but we encourage you to find 
your own.  

 

Question: On all other nights we eat leavened bread and matzah. 
Why on this night only matzah?  

Response: Avadot hayinu. We were slaves. Our mothers in their flight from bondage did not 
have time to let the dough rise. With not a moment to spare they snatched up the dough 
they had prepared and fled. But the hot sun beat as they carried the dough along with them 
and baked it into the flat unleavened bread we call matzah. In memory of this, we eat only 
matzah, no bread, during Passover. This matzah reminds us to be prepared for 
opportunities to stand or organize for justice when they present themselves to us.  

 

Question: On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables. Why on this night do we make 
certain to eat bitter herbs? 

Response: Avadot hayinu. We were slaves. We eat maror to remind us how bitter our 
ancestors’ lives were made by their enslavement in Mitzrayim and the historic and current 
oppression of others. We connect our suffering to the suffering of others and thereby deepen 
our commitment to the struggles for justice and ecological sustainability in our own time.  
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Question: On all other nights we do not dip food once. Why on this night do we dip twice?  

Response: Avadot hayinu. We were slaves. The first time 
we dip our greens to taste the bitter tears of 
enslavement. We also dip to remind ourselves of all life 
and growth, of earth and sea, which gives us sustenance 
and comes to life again in the springtime.  

The second time we dip the maror into the charoset. The 
charoset reminds us of the mortar that our ancestors 
mixed as slaves in Mitzrayim. But our charoset is made 
of fruit and nuts, to show us that our ancestors were able 
to withstand the bitterness of slavery because it was 
sweetened by the hope of freedom. 

 

Question: On all other nights we sit on straight chairs. Why on this night do we relax and 
recline on pillows during the Seder? 

 

Response: Avadot hayinu. We were slaves. Slaves were not allowed to rest, not even while 
they ate. Since our ancestors were freed from slavery, we recline to remind our selves that 
we, like our ancestors, can overcome bondage in our own time. We also recline to remind 
ourselves that rest and rejuvenation are vital to continuing our struggles.  Freedom is not an 
opportunity to exercise our privilege but to fulfill the responsibility of sustaining the 
struggle until all are free to rest and rejoice in freedom.  

 

 

 

 
  

A demonstration in the UK in the late 1960’s by Matzpen, an anti-Zionist Jewish and Palestinian Israeli group.  
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The Four Adults 
It is a tradition at the Seder to include a section entitled “the Four Children.” We have 
turned it upside down, to remind us that as adults we have a lot to learn from youth. From 
the U.S. to South Africa to Palestine, young people have been, and are, at the forefront of 
most of the social justice movements on this planet.  

If there is a mix of ages of people at your Seder table, perhaps some of the older people 
would like to practice asking questions, and the younger folks would like to respond.  

Each of the following adults ask important questions for our organizing and activism. We 
can search for aspects of ourselves in each of the adult's question. 

 

Reader: The angry and defiant adult asks: how do I transform defiance and 
anger so that it inspires us and moves us to justice?  

And we answer that we choose to see the world no longer through the lens of 
our oppressor, constructed opposition of divide and conquer, in which Jews 
and Palestinians or any other people are “natural enemies", but rather 
endeavor to understand the role we play in the oppression of others and the 
role that others play in our oppression and seek a resolution with the least 
amount of violence, pain and hurt necessary to produce liberation and transformation.  

 

 

Reader: The visionary adult asks: how can I ground my vision in pragmatic steps, creating a 
path to justice for us all to tread? 

And we answer that we cannot live as of history has not already happened.  
We must strive to understand history and to make amends for history's 
bloodshed, we must also face and acknowledge the suffering and conditions 
that oppression creates.  It is only through this which we can then be 
effective in creating the conditions for healing, trust and justice. 

 

 

Reader: The paralyzed adult is so overwhelmed by fear and despair 
s/he does not even know how to ask a question.  

To this adult we say the truth is we are all very afraid.  We need not 
endure our fear in silent isolation.  We must remember that it is from 
fear that fearlessness is born, and the sheer force of our fear which 
can also make us unstoppable.  Fear can be our wise ally and guide. 

 

“When I dare to be 
powerful, to use my 
strength in the service 
of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I 
am afraid.”  
~ Audre Lorde 
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Reader: Finally the wise adult asks:  how can we build power and 
consensus around just solutions? 

And we answer that this is the question with which we will wrestle with 
not only tonight but perhaps all of our lifetimes.  Of all the questions this 
is perhaps the most pressing one for our generation.  We must find the 
places to struggle collectively with the big questions facing us in the 
present so that we can build unity toward collective liberation. We 
answer that for a future to be possible we must align with justice not just 
for Palestine but all the world’s struggles here and across the globe. 

In each of us lives all four adults.  Only if we honor and balance all four 
can we bring to birth a vision and a unity in action that is truly wise. 

Tonight we have many questions of ourselves and each other.  
What will it take for all oppressed people to work together so 
that we may all be free?  What risks are we willing to take, what 
sacrifices are we willing to make, what changes in our ways of seeing and living in the 
coming year to commit ourselves to the struggle for liberation and the creation of solutions?   

 

 

THE MAGGID: The Story 

Every year we re-tell the story of the Jewish people’s enslavement, 
struggle, and ultimate freedom from “narrow spaces” (Mitzrayim). 
We remember and honor our history of oppression so that we remain 
committed to responding when it arises in the present against any 
people. We celebrate our own and others freedom in the hopes that 
current day liberation struggles may be successful and have the 
opportunity to do the same.  

This year, we are painfully aware that interpretation of freedom by 
Jewish nationalism and the founding of the State of Israel have 
caused a modern-day exodus. From late 1947 through early 1949, 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinian people were forced to leave 
their homes and their lands.  

In understanding the Palestinian liberation struggle as central to the current justice 
movements of our time, this year, we tell the story of the Palestinian exodus. In honoring 
the 60 plus years of Palestinian resistance and resilience, we honor the memory of Jewish 
struggles for liberation over the centuries.   

The No Time to Celebrate haggadah supplement provided four stories, one from Ilan Pappe and 
three from Homeland: Oral Histories of Palestine and Palestinians. Please read aloud in small 

groups as many as you have time for. 

Illustration courtesy of RiniArt 

Jacob Lawrence’s painting 
of Harriet Tubman 
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• • • 
On April 21, 1948, Passover eve, Zionist military brigades began an operation they called, 
“Cleansing the Leaven” (Bi’ur Hametz). In this case, the “leaven” was the indigenous 
Palestinian population of the city of Haifa. One military leader, later to become Israeli 
army Chief of Staff, ordered his troops to “[k]ill any Arab you encounter; torch all 
inflammable objects and force doors open with explosives.” 

Pappe writes: “When these orders were executed promptly within the 1.5 square kilometers 
where thousands of Haifa’s defenceless Palestinians were still residing, the shock and terror 
were such that, without packing any of their belongings of even knowing what they were 
doing, people began leaving en masse. In panic they headed towards the port where they 
hoped to find a ship or a boat to take them away from the city. As soon as they had fled, 
Jewish troops broke into and looted their houses.” 

We are taught that if we do not heal from our wounds and learn from our experiences, 
history often repeats itself. In one ancient moment in Jewish history, Jewish people fled 
slavery for freedom. In one modern moment in Jewish and Palestinian history, Palestinian 
people fled home for exile. This year, let us honor, celebrate, and mourn the various parts of 
our history and let us commit ourselves to working for true freedom in Palestine. 

• • • 
“Until this day, we don’t know where they buried them.” 

I am seventy years old. We had a very nice house in Deir Yassin. Before 1948, my father 
had a cement block factory. We also used to work on stone, breaking the stones. 

We had much land before 1948. It was divided into plots. Some plots had olives. Other plots 
had fresh figs, almonds and grapes. One plot was where we used to work breaking the 
stones. 

Deir Yassin was a small village outside Jerusalem. Before the massacre, we had 650 
individuals from the youngest to the oldest. Deir Yassin was high and it was surrounded by 
valleys in which there were other villages.  

The Israelis came through the valleys from all sides and they surrounded Deir Yassin. They 
came with tanks and with automatic weapons. 

You must understand what type of weapons we had. We had an Italian rifle, an old British 
rifle, and a German rifle. They were single shot. They could not defend a village. We asked 
the British government for better weapons. They gave us six British “parachute” rifles. The 
clip on each was ten bullets. What could ten bullets do? 

About twenty of us from Deir Yassin were working as house servants for the British army at 
the AlIenby Barracks, not more than two kilometers from Deir Yassin. We heard the news 
on the radio that the Zionists were attacking Deir Yassin. I, personally, went to the officer 
in charge of us and told him, “We have heard that the Jews have attacked our village. 
We’re going.” He said, “Goodbye. Go.” 
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I went to a village, Ein Karem, that was in a valley below Deir Yassin. I found my uncle in 
Ein Karem and I asked him, “Where is my father?” He said my father was killed. “Where is 
my mother?” She was killed. “My brother?” He was killed also. 

My sister was in her own house. She had six children. They did not see much because they 
were hiding at the time of the invasion. They were very, very scared. They came out at 
night from the lower floor and walked a few steps. The Israelis had already tied dogs to all 
the different corners of the village. As soon as the dogs saw them, they started barking. My 
sister and the children hid against the fence for a time. There was one narrow back road 
from Deir Yassin to Ein Karem that was left open, and so they were able to come to Ein 
Karem. 

When the Israelis first came, the resistance that they found 
consisted of about one hundred young men. Those hundred 
young men were taken and shot. Until this day, we don’t 
know where they buried them. Others whom they saw in the 
street were snipered down. They did not distinguish between 
pregnant and not pregnant, holding a boy or holding a girl: 
whoever came before them, they killed. The first people that 
heard the gunshots, if they were lucky, fled. Of the Zahran 
family - the mother, the father, the brother, the child, the 
entire family - not one part of their family tree remains. 

After there was no more resistance in town, the Israelis 
brought buses and took the remaining residents of Deir Yassin and Ein Karem to a place in 
Jerusalem near the Italian Embassy, next to where the Russian Compound is today. 

I found my wife in Jerusalem on the second day. She had her dress on. Except for that, she 
left as God brought her. I didn’t have any idea where she was when I was coming to 
Jerusalem. 

We went to Em Yabrud, another village near Ramallah, where I had an uncle. We went 
from Jerusalem to Ein Yabrud in a car. At Shoufat, the Israelis were blocking off the road. 
A tank was blocking the street. We were escorted by British tanks to go through that area 
which the Israelis had blocked off as a “fire zone.” 

I had one child at that time. On the trip from Jerusalem to Ein Yabrud, I lost my daughter 
because of the bad health conditions: no food; no water like normal people should have. 
What could I have done? 

When we got to Ein Yabrud, the United Nations began helping us by giving us essential 
foods: flour, bread and so forth. We stayed for more than one year in a storage facility that 
my uncle had in Ein Yabrud. Then work became available. They opened a road from 
Ramallah to Tibeah and we paved it.   

I went back to see Deir Yassin a few years ago. The house of my family is still standing. In 
the fields next to our houses they have built a mental hospital for their mentally sick. 

Eric Drooker illustration of Palestinians 
using sling shots to defend their villages 
from attacks by Israeli tanks.  
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We have no notion where our parents were buried. The Israelis go to the Sinai and have a 
big operation to search for one of their dead, but my mother, my father, my sister, my 
brother, we don’t know where they are. When an Israeli dies they build a memorial al the 
place and the whole world knows about it. We have one hundred young men from our 
village and, to this day, we still don’t know where they were when they were killed. 

• • • 

“I brought back some dirt and I let my kids step on the dirt so that they can be tied to the land.” 

I come from Jaffa, a coastal city near Tel Aviv. Before 1948 it was the largest port in 
Palestine. I was a baby in 1948 bur I will tell you what my father told me. 

My father left with the hope of returning soon. He had chickens. When he left he covered 
the chickens because he thought be could keep them warm for seven days. He thought he 
would be back. But his hopes were empty. 

I work as a manual laborer, both inside the ‘48 area and here. There are special places where 
you can go and get work if you have the right papers. When we work inside Israel, the 
rights that we get as workers are nowhere near the rights that the Israeli workers get and we 
do a lot more difficult work than they do. We receive about 30 shekels from a 50 shekel job.  

In 1969 I was arrested. I received my certification as a teacher during the nine months I was 
in prison. But it is in my file that I was a prisoner so I have not been able to teach ever 
since. 

My wife is from Jordan. She was required to return to Jordan when our first child was 40 
days old. For eight years she had to go back and forth in this way. We had a marriage by 
mail.  

I returned to my village after the ’67 war. A military base prevented us from getting close to 
it. I brought back some dirt and I let my kids step on the dirt so that they can be tied to the 
land. 

• • • 
 

“We Slept in the Fields” 

In 1948, when our people heard shooting in the next village, we left. We piled into cars. We 
took nothing with us. We had no time. 

It was not a straight road. We left to the next village south. The following day, people 
didn’t see a war so we went back to our village. When the shooting started again, we left for 
a second time. It was back and forth from village to village until finally we found ourselves 
on the border of Gaza without even knowing that we were coming here. 

We slept in the fields. Those families who had friends or family in nearby villages would go 
and sleep with the people they knew. We had no relatives outside the village, so we ended 
up sleeping homeless. 
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My family was the last pocket of resistance that they found in Ikbebe. My two brothers and 
my father and my uncle and two friends stayed fourteen days fighting in Ikbebe until they 
finished all of their ammunition. When the last people left, my relatives left with them, and 
caught up with us. 

We stayed in Majdal, which is now called Ashkelon, for three months. My uncle was a rich 
man in our village and made a deal for us to stay there. 

From Majdal we came directly to Rafah. My father had a car. We were able to come here. 
But there were people who died from starvation in the streets, died from the heat, from 
walking too much. People dropped dead while they were trying to get down here. We had it 
easy. 

 
graffiti on the Apartheid Wall in Bethlehem
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Oppression may be stopped and privilege may be given up willingly but more often comes at 
the cost of great loss and violence. The more willing people are to give up their privilege and 
struggle for collective liberation, the more quickly we can move toward a world of equality, 
justice, freedom and peace.  

Jews have a long history of armed resistance and we recognize the rights of others to use 
force to resist oppression and persecution. While we recognize the force used in resistance as 
sometimes necessary, it does not diminish our sadness at its cost.  

We remember the suffering of the Egyptians tonight by spilling out a drop of wine from our 
cups as we recite the plagues one by one. In this way we diminish our pleasure, as the 
suffering of others, even of those who have oppressed us, diminishes our joy. 

The Ten Plagues 
For each plague dip your pinky in your cup of wine and place a drop onto your plate. 

 

Dam.............Blood 

Tzfardeyah.............Frogs 

Kinim.............Lice 

Arov.............Wild Beasts 

Dever.............Blight 

Shichin.............Boils 

Barad.............Hail 

Arbeh.............Locusts 

Choshech.............Endless Night 

Makat B’chorot.........Slaying of the First-Born 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even though the Torah focuses on the acts of G-d, the redemption of the Jews 
could not have happened without the acts of resistance on the part of the people. 
When Pharaoh gives the order to kill all male Jewish babies, Shifra and Pu-ah, 

two midwives, do not follow the orders. Rabbinical commentary interprets 
Pharaoh’s actions as declaring war against the Jews, and the midwives’ civil 

disobedience is the first step of the liberation process. We are also reminded that 
we must make noise and protest, before others will join our side. 
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All sing together:  
Mi Chamocha 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mi chamokha ba-elim adonai? 
Mi chamokha nedar ba-kodesh, nora t'hilot, oseh feleh. 
 
Who is like You among the powers? 
Who is like You, transcendent in holiness, awesome in splendor, working wonders! 
 

Reader: The Pharaoh of the Passover story is not just a cruel king 
who happened to live in a certain country. The Pharaoh of the 
Seder represents all the tyrants, the cruel and heartless rulers, 
who ever enslaved, oppressed, exploited, and colonized the people 
of his or another’s land. 

This is why Passover means the emancipation of all people in the 
world from the tyranny of kings, oppressors, and tyrants. This 
emancipation as with other liberation struggles throughout 
history are a reminder of the possibility of and responsibility for 
our participation in today’s liberation struggles.  

 

This year we commemorate ten of the villages from which Palestinians were ethnically 
cleansed during al-Nakba. (from the No Time to Celebrate haggadah supplement) 

Ten Plagues of al-Nakba 
There were 24 villages occupied in 1948 during the week of that coincides with Passover this 
year. Ten of those villages were occupied during the first two days of Passover, April 20th 
and 21st. Tonight, we read the names of those ten villages, and keep in mind the 14 other 
villages that were occupied in the coming week. And we keep in mind the 510 villages that 
we will not name tonight, but they are not forgotten.  

As we remove a drop of wine (or grape juice) from our glass, we are urged to think of the 
people who lived in these villages, the fruit trees that grew on their land, the vineyards, the 
schoolyards, the homes that have all since been destroyed or occupied. Moreover, we are 
aware that destroyed villages are one form of plague brought on by the formation of the 
State of Israel. 
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(village name and district) 

1. al-Mansura (Ramla) 

2. al-Mukhayzin (Ramla) 

3. Sarafand al-Kharab (Ramla) 

4. Birket Ramadan (Tulkarem) 

5. Miska (Tulkarem) 

6. ‘Arab al-Zubayd (Safad) 

7. al-‘Ulmaniyya (Safad) 

8. Ghuwayr Abu Shusha (Tiberias) 

9. al-Samra (Tiberias) 

10. al-Husayniyya (Safad) 

At your table, you may chose to commemorate some of the plagues of the current occupation 
of Palestine and those that ravage our present-day societies, or, you may prefer to just have a 
discussion about the displacement of Palestinians and the occupation of their villages during 
the al-Nakba. 

1. Ecological catastrophe brought on and the devastation made worse by exploitation of the 
earth and vast inequalities: hurricanes, tsunamis, global warming, poisoning the 
watershed and air, dissolving the ozone, massive species extinction, global epidemics. 

2. US and it conspirators waging imperialism with out end for oil, natural gas, and water. 

3. Genocidal racism terrorizing Palestine, Haiti, Iraq, Colombia, Africa, and other places in 
the world.  

4. Disappearance of indigenous people, ways of life, and knowledge across the world.  

5. A capitalist economic system which values profit over life, equality, and human rights 

6. Massive incarceration of non-white and poor people in the US and of political prisoners 
across the world   

7. The building of walls and violence of borders from the Israeli 
Apartheid Wall to the Mexico/US border.   

8. Intimate violence: domestic and family violence, sexual 
violence, child abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, 
physical abuse, economic abuse.  

9. The oppression of women, transgender, queer and differently 
abled people and the control and policing of our bodies, 
desire and love.  

10. Vast inequality in standard of life: lack of food and proper health care for most of the 
people of the world despite the wealth of resources.  
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10 Plagues of the Occupation of Palestine 
This year we take more drops of wine from our cup to 
grieve the plagues of apartheid, occupation and war 
being inflicted on Palestine: 
 
1. Ethnic cleansing of Palestinians to settle 

Palestine as a ethnically exclusive, Jewish state  

2. Destruction of Villages – Destroying over 400 
Palestinian towns since 1948 

3. Home demolitions - Destroying the same homes 
again and again and uprooting olive trees - 
Destroying  income and heritage for generations 
of Palestinian families 

4. Blockades and Checkpoints - Subjecting 
Palestinians to daily humiliation and violence by 
denying access to work, medical care and seeing 
their families and loved ones. 

5. Israeli Apartheid Wall – Limiting movement, 
destroying homes, and increasing surveillance by 
building a 30-foot high concrete wall around the 
West Bank with gun towers and electric fencing 

6.  “Administrative detention” – Imprisoning and 
torturing Palestinian adults and children 
indefinitely, without trial 

7. Theft of resources – Destroying the Palestinian 
economy, exploiting Palestinian labor, and 
stealing water and fertile land 

8. False Democracy – Denying civil rights to all 
non-Jews through Apartheid laws and 
administrative systems 

9. Erasing histories the ancient history and culture 
of Palestine to generations of children. 

10. War Crimes – Violating international law, by 
disabling and torturing children and adults and 
massacring Palestinians (in Sabra, Shattila, Deir 
Yassin and others) 
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Dayenu! 
Before sharing our gratitude for the liberations we have experienced throughout history, we begin 
tonight’s Dayenu with a version from the JATO haggadah that demands responsibility for 
Zionist colonization of Palestine. The italicized “We should have said enough” responses we all 
say together. 
 
When the Etzel and the Stern Gang massacred 250 Palestinians at Deir Yassin, outside of 
Jerusalem – we should have said enough. 

When in villages throughout Palestine, Jewish brigades implemented a procedure of 
expulsion – we should have said enough. 

When soldiers rounded up Palestinian men and massacred them collectively – we should have 
said enough. 

When other men were forced to dig their neighbors’ graves – we should have said enough. 

When women and children were ordered to walk towards Arab countries,while Jewish 
soldiers fired shots over their heads – we should have said enough. 

When Palestinian men were forced into labor camps, where their labor included destroying 
Palestinian homes – we should have said enough. 

When the on the Eve of Passover, in an operation called, “Cleaning Out Chametz” the 
Haganah shelled the Palestinian residential quarters of Haifa, forcing 70,000, 90% of the 
city’s Palestinian residents, to flee – we should have said enough. 

When similar operations were carried out in Jaffa, Tiberias and Safad – we should have said 
enough. 

When the 10,000 Palestinian residents of Majdal, now Jewish Ashkelon, were enclosed for 
two years in a ghetto, or closed militarized area, and later forced on trucks and transferred 
to Gaza – we should have said enough. 

When the IDF forced the inhabitants of the cities of Lud and Ramle out of their homes at 
gunpoint and forced them to march west towards Jordan – we should have said enough. 

When, after villages were depopulated, they were obliterated by the IDF, houses and 
mosques bombed and bulldozed, all signs of former life destroyed – we should have said 
enough. 

When Palestinian homes were confiscated by Israel and repopulated with Jews – we should 
have said enough. 

When the Haganah used live fire to prevent villagers from returning to their homes – we 
should have said enough. 

When Israel continues to deny that the forced expulsions happened –  

When Israel and the American Jewish community continue to deny the Right of Return to 
the refugees of 1948 –We say: ENOUGH! 
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Seder participants may decide to go onto singing the more traditional Dayenu. Though it is 
not enough until collective liberation is achieved, we can understand the traditional Dayenu of 
an acknowledgment of the process of liberation and transformation.  

Because the struggle for freedom is a long one that will last beyond our lifetimes, we need to 
find ways to sustain ourselves and to give thanks for small victories. We celebrate each step 
toward freedom as if it were enough, and then we begin the next step. “Dayenu” literally 
means, “it would have been enough.” We give thanks for the steps that those who have 
come before us have taken towards our collective freedom.  

All sing together:  
Ilu hotzi hotzianu hotzianu mi’mitzrayim 
Hotzianu mi’mitzrayim dayenu 
(If you had only brought us out of Mitzrayim – Dayenu!) 

Dai-dai-yenu, Dai-dai-yenu, Dai-dai-yenu 
Dai-yenu, Dai-yenu! 
Ilu natan natan lanu natan lanu et ha'shabbat  
Natan lanu et ha'shabbat dayenu 
(If you had only given us Shabbat – Dayenu!) 

Dai-dai-yenu, Dai-dai-yenu, Dai-dai-yenu 
Dai-yenu, Dai-yenu! 
Ilu natan natan lanu natan lanu et ha'torah 
Natan lanu et ha'torah dayenu 
(If you had only given us the Torah – Dayenu!) 

Dai-dai-yenu, Dai-dai-yenu, Dai-dai-yenu 
Dai-yenu, Dai-yenu! 

Dayenu probably originated in its final form in the 2nd century C.E. 
 

Second Cup of Wine 
Cup 2: Toward realizing the Palestinian Right of Return to their land lost in 1948 
Turn to someone beside you and share what home means to you 

Also a Cup to Sustenance: We work so hard everyday, to live our beliefs, to 
build just and loving relationships, and to just get by. And rarely do we 
pause to savor and appreciate that work. It is good to act for justice and it 
is righteous to pause and appreciate that work. Abraham Joshua Heschel, 
a Hasidic rabbi and organizer explains “given the history of the people, 
this makes sense. A temple can be destroyed; a people dispersed, and so it 
happened for the Jews many times over thousands of years. But a Sabbath 
day cannot be burned, smashed or shattered."  
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When we take the time to reflect, to breathe, we are creating the Sabbath or Shabbat in our 
everyday life. We must find time to rest and regenerate our own mind, hearts, bodies and 
spirits to sustain ourselves, our relationships and our justice work.  
 

 
Everyone say the blessing and drink the second cup of wine: 
Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri ha-gafen. 
Blessed is Hashem, Sustainer of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 
 
 
The Shenk Bone:  

Our Seder plate includes a symbol of the ancient Pesach sacrifice which was brought each year 
while the Temple in Jerusalem stood. The world for sacrifice is “korban”, from the root 
meaning “near”. Offering a sacrifice was something one did to draw closer to the Power of 
Universe, to enter in to sacred space and intimacy with the Divine.  

Let each of us make a commitment to a social justice activity or spiritual practice that 
contributes towards Tikkun Olam.  

At your table: Please share your commitment for the year with those at your table.  

 

 

Second Washing of the Hands: We ask one person to come up and 
symbolically wash their hands for all of us.  

 
 

Matzah:  
Matzah reminds us that when the opportunity for liberation comes, we must seize it even if we 
do not feel fully prepared-indeed, if we wait until we feel prepared, we may never act at all. 
Our ancestors had no provisions ready when they fled Mitzrayim and could not wait for the 
bread to rise before baking it. Matzah stands in contrast to chametz (the expansive yeast in 
bread which makes it rise). Chametz symbolizes false pride, egoism and grandiosity. Matzah is 
the bread of humility.  

All Sing Together:  
 

 

 

Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha-olam asher kid-shanu bmitzvotav vitzivanu al akhilat 
matzah. 
Blessed are You, Sustainer of all Life, who brings forth bread from the earth. 
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Maror: The bitter herb.  

One of the most radical messages of the Torah is that cruelty is 
not destiny. Though we tend to treat others the way that we 
ourselves were treated, the message of the Torah is that history is 
not destiny. The chain of pain can be broken; we do not have to 
pass onto others what was done to us.  

We taste the bitter herbs and recognize the bitter consequences 
and cycles of exploitation: the loss of lives and the waste of the 
powerful potential of all people. The bitterness of maror 
stimulates our senses, let us use it as a stimulus to action. Let the 
taste of maror remind us that struggle is better than complicit 
acceptance of injustice or of the exploitation of our histories of 
bitterness for the exploitation of others. 

All sing together:  

Baruch atah Adanai eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher kid-shanu 
b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu al achilat maror. 
Blessed are You who has shown us paths to holiness, and invites 
us to eat the bitter herb. 

At your table: Eat some maror on a piece of matzah.  
 
Charoset 
Charoset is a mix of apples, nuts, honey, cinnamon and wine. It is 
symbolic of the mortar and the bricks that our ancestors used as 
slaves. Liberty is not only the pain of struggle but the sweetness of 
camaraderie and useful work.  
 
Korech: The Hillel sandwich 

At your table: Place some maror and charoset between two pieces of 
matzah and give the sandwich to the person on our left. 

In doing this, we recall our sage Hillel (head of the supreme council of 
Yisrael, 1st century C.E.) who, in remembrance of the loss of the Temple, created the Korech 
sandwich. He said that by eating the Korech, we would taste the bitterness of slavery mixed 
with the sweetness of freedom. This practice suggests that part of the challenge of living is to 
taste freedom even in the midst of oppression, and to be ever conscious of the oppression of 
others even when we feel that we are free. 

If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  
But if I am for myself only, what am I? 
And if not now, when? -Hillel 
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Baytsa: The Egg 

Baytsa is the egg of life. Each of us begins as an egg and grow into adulthood. The egg is our 
potential. It is the power of the possibility of our continual transformation as individuals and 
as a world. We dip the egg in salt water to remind us of the tears of joy and tears of sadness are 
a necessary part of life.  

Eat the egg dipped in salt water 

 
Third Cup of Wine 
Cup 3: Rejecting celebration of the 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of the State of Israel 

Turn to someone beside you and share what you wish to celebrate 
as a diaspora Jew in the coming year 

Also a Cup for Hope— Tonight, we hold fast to the belief that 
people and our actions can change the world. We hold close 
the stories of resistance, from Tehran to Santa Rosa, from Philadelphia to Nablus, from 
New Orleans to Venezuela people and communities are building and changing and creating 
as acts of resistance.  

 
Everyone say the blessing and drink the third cup of wine: 
Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha’olam  
boreh p’ri ha-gafen. 
Blessed is Hashem, Sustainer of the Universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the vine. 
 

FOOD IS SERVED! 
“When injustice becomes law, defiance becomes duty.” ~Nelson Mandela 

Israeli’s Black Panther party fighting for equal rights and 
justice for Palestinians and Arab Jews. 
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The Afikomen 
The search for the Afikomen begins. The winner is given a reward for allowing us to complete the 
Seder. Before we search for the Afikomen, we read:  

It is the custom to divide the middle Matzah in two. One part we keep here with the rest of 
the matzot. The second part, called the afikomen, we hide. When we hide the afikomen we 
are reminding ourselves that the Exodus from Mitzrayim was only the beginning of the 
process of transformation toward wholeness and justice and that a part of this 
transformation is hidden and up to us to make manifest. Our participation in the liberation 
of Palestine is central to our on-going participation in the manifestation of justice.  

This year, we also break the matzah to acknowledge those who must flee their homes 
without even the time to make unrisen bread. In Palestine, families must flee with only a 
few moments notice and watch as their homes are destroyed. In our country, thousands of 
families have been torn apart when people are detained and deported, on no notice and with 
no recourse. 

After the meal, we will hunt for the afikomen and the finder will demand a reward. When the 
hidden part is found, we will put the two halves together again, and this will be a sign that 
what is broken can be repaired through our hard and necessary work. 

 
Bareich: Grace after meal 
   

Bareich rachamana Malka d’alma  
Marei d’hai pita 

You are the Source of life for all that is 
and your blessing flows through me 
 
Cups of the Prophets 
Elijah’s Cup 
Reader: In the ninth century B.C.E., a farmer arose to challenge the domination of the 
ruling elite. In his tireless and passionate advocacy on behalf of the common people, and his 
ceaseless exposure of the corruption and waste of the court, Elijah sparked a movement and 
created a legend which would inspire people for generations to come. Before he died, Elijah 
declared that he would return once each generation in the guise of any poor or oppressed 
person, coming to people’s doors to see how he would be treated. By the treatment offered 
this poor person, who would be Elijah himself, he would know whether the population had 
reached a level of humanity making them capable of participating in the dawn of the 
Messianic age. 
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Miriam’s Cup 
Reader: The story has always been told of a miraculous well of 
living water which has accompanied the Jewish people since the 
world was spoken into being. The well comes and goes, as it is 
needed, and as we remember, forget, and remember again how to 
call it to us. In the time of the exodus from Mitzrayim, the well 
came to Miriam, in honor of her courage and action, and stayed with the Jews as they 
wandered the desert. Upon Miriam’s death, the well again disappeared. 

All: With this ritual of Miriam’s cup, we honor all Jewish women, transgender, intersex 
people whose resilience and role in liberation.  

Fourth Cup of Wine 
Cup 4: Supporting the Palestinian call for boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel 
For the fourth cup we will refrain from drinking. Just as we will spill some wine from our 
cup as we recall the devastation of the ten plagues, we acknowledge how it is important to 
withhold and take away as a sign of our dissent.  

As we don’t drink the fourth cup, turn to someone beside you and share how you plan to support 
the Palestinian struggle for liberation this year. 

Also a Cup for Perseverance and Vision— As the Seder comes to a close we give thanks for 
the opportunity to reflect, envision, and nourish our activism not only for tomorrow or next 
week, but far beyond the lives of all of us at this Seder. Even when justice feels far from the 
present moment, we act from our commitment to continuing the work of justice.  

 
Everyone say the blessing and drink the fourth cup of wine: 
Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech ha’olam  
boreh p’ri ha-gafen. 
Blessed is Hashem, Sustainer of the Universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the vine. 
 
Nirtzah: The Close of the Seder 
We say together: Traditionally, at the end of Seder, Jews say “l’shanah haba-ah 
b’yerushalayim:” “next year in Jerusalem.” But in awareness of how this metaphor of 
freedom has been exploited for the political project of establishing Israel on Palestinian 
land, we call for peace and justice in Palestine and all over the world and end by saying, 
“l’shanah haba-ah b’cheroot: next year in freedom.”  

This year we are slaves. Next year, free people. This year we live in a world at war with 
itself, a world in agony; next year may we celebrate in a world at peace, a just world.  
 
This year Palestinians are refugees. Next year all Palestinians will have the right to return 
to their home lands and to Jerusalem! 

“It is not your duty to 
complete the work; neither are 
you free to desist from it.” 
~The Talmud. 
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Lo yisa goy 
All sing together:  
Lo yisa goy el goy kherev 
Lo yilmedu od milkhama. 
 
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation. 
Neither shall they learn war any more. 
And each ‘neath their vine and fig tree, 
Shall live in peace and unafraid. 
 
Oseh Shalom 
Oseh shalom bimromav 
hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu 
v’al kol ha’olam, 
v’imru, v’imru, Amein.  
ya’aseh shalom 
ya’aseh shalom 
shalom aleinu v’al kol ha’olam (2x) 
 
May the One who makes peace  
in the supernal, 
grant peace to us,  
and to all the world.  
Amen 
 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Ve al kulam (2 times)  

Salaam, Salaam 
Aleinu ve al kol ha olam 
Salaam, Salaam 

Peace Hill come upon us 
Peace Hill come upon us 
Peace Hill come upon us 
and on everyone.  

Salaam 
On us and on everyone 
Salaam, Salaam 
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If your own suffering does not serve to unite you with the suffering of others, if your own 
imprisonment does not join you with others in prison, if you in your smallness remain alone, then 

your pain will have been for naught. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled and created by: Sara Kershnar, edited by MC Ettinger, Mich Levy, Alissa Wise & Ora Wise 
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